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 Monday 3rd August 2026 @ 7.30pm City Arms, Wells
      Planning Meeting Minutes


Present: Donnie, Julia, Nina, Paul, James, Bevis, Jacky
Apologies: Helena, Peta, Bea, Lee
Minutes of Meeting 1st June 2026 – Matters Arising
· Whitstone School – Donnie & Bevis did a presentation on June 18, to a year 10 GCSE RE class using the CND Peace Education activity “Putting Truman on Trial”. Students worked in groups to consider the use of the atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki – ‘was this a just act?’. This proved a good session and the majority agreed it was not just.
· Priddy Festival –. It was felt the suggestion had come too late and we were unable to run a stall due to other commitments. If we wish to run a stall next year we need to organise earlier. The festival will be held at the same time next year 10-12 July 2027.
· Tolpuddle Festival – despite attendance at the festival being down Bevis, Jacky and James ran a very successful stall. Thanks to all 3. It was very hot and lots of people came in to use the free phone charger point and get into the shade. The new information boards worked very well and people were reading them all the time. We had a good position for our stall near the car park so lots of people were passing by. We took over £300 in sales of T-shirts.
· Green Gathering – Quinn attended. Feels we are preaching to the converted at this festival. However we felt it was good for people to reaffirm their beliefs and the information boards worked well and were well read. Our thanks again to Quinn for running our stall.
Future events
· Lantern Float – 6th August - Nina reported that unfortunately for a variety of reasons no Mayors can attend this year. Julia was asked to read out the letter from the Mayor of Hiroshima which she agreed to do. Event has been advertised in Shepton and Wells Nub it and members have distributed flyers and posters. Julia has checked that the lanterns, candles etc are in working order. Bevis will bring our banner. Julia, Granville & Donnie will arrive at 8pm to start erecting the lanterns. The event will begin at dusk around 8.30pm.

· Hiroshima Marquee Exhibition – 8th August Cathedral Green, 11.00-4pm – Bevis, Jacky, Thabo, James, Julia and Granville will arrive at 10am to start putting up the marquee.
Jacky & Julia will remain in the morning to oversee the exhibition. Donnie will come at 12 along with James & Bevis to oversee the afternoon. Peta messaged that she will be coming. Bevis, James, Julia, and Paul will return to help dismantle the marquee. The information boards will be situated so that they do not impede people going into the exhibition. Julia suggested a relevant quote by Arthur Koestler could also be put up. This was agreed. Julia to send the quote to Donnie who will print and laminate it for the day. Action Julia

· Strode Freshers Fair – 17.9.26 – still don’t know if this is going ahead as Donnie hasn’t heard. She will email the college when they return in September. Donnie and James will run our stall if it goes ahead. Action Donnie & James

· International Day of Peace/Harry Patch Memorial – agreed we would meet at 11am. Julia unable to attend so will sort out the wreath and pass to Donnie.
AOB
· Discussion about our AGM – Bevis pointed out that some members were unable to get into the meeting because they couldn’t access ‘Teams’. May need to go back to paying for zoom if this can’t be rectified. Julia will set up a ‘practise run’ with James later in year to try to sort this. The speakers were Tony Staunton, Plymouth CND, and Rose Crossland, Bristol CND. They gave different perspectives in their contributions one talking more about their local events and campaigning which is what we asked them to do. Bevis felt the other was a more general, political speech, though it was interesting to hear about the impact of the Devonport Dockyard on Plymouth.
Date of Next Meeting  - 7th September 2026 @ City Arms Pub, Wells @ 7.30pm
After the meeting we discussed the Alternative Defence Review.
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